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think him as bad a man as Voltaire ?' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, it is difficult to settle the proportion of iniquity between them Y
This violence seemed very strange to me, who had read many of Rousseau's animated writings with great pleasure, and even edification; had been much pleased with his society2, and was just come from the Continent, where he was very generally admired. Nor can I yet allow that he deserves the very severe censure which Johnson pronounced upon him. His absurd preference of savage to civilised life3, and other singularities, are proofs rather of a defect in his understanding, than of any depravity in his heart. And notwithstanding the unfavourable opinion which many worthy men have expressed of his ''Profession de Foi du Vicaire Savoyard] I cannot help admiring it as the performance of a man full of sincere reverential submission to Divine Mystery, though beset with perplexing doubts; a state of mind to be viewed with pity rather than with anger.
On his favourite subject of subordination, Johnson said, ' So far is it from being true that men are naturally equal",
note :—' However superior the capacities in which these great writers deserve to be considered, they must pardon me that, for the dignity of my subject, I here rank the authors of Rasselas and Elo'ise as novelists.'
1  Rousseau thus wrote of himself:—' Dieu est juste; il veut que je souffre; et il sait que je suis innocent.   Voila le motif de ma confi-ance, mon cceur et ma raison me crient qu'elle ne me trompera pas. Laissons done faire les hommes et la destinee; apprenons a souffrir sans murmure; tout doit a la fin rentrer dans 1'ordre, et mon tour viendra tot ou tard.'    Rousseau's Works, xx. 223.
2  ' He entertained me very courteously,' wrote Boswell in his Corsica, p. 140.
3  In this preference Boswell pretended at times to share.   See post, Sept. 30,1769.
4 Johnson seems once to have held this view to some extent; for, writing of Savage's poem On Public Spirit, he says (Works, viii. 156) : —'He has asserted the natural equality of mankind, and endeavoured to suppress that pride which inclines men to imagine that right is the consequence of power.'   See also post, Sept. 23,1777, where he asserts : —' It is impossible not to conceive that men in their original state were equal.'   For the opposite opinion, see ante, June 25,1763.
thatn to find that there is not a single deist among them.' J. H. Burton's
